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of the outcome, we were certain of the decisive suc-
cess of Rear-Admiral Sampson's squadron in any
engagement. But I had reminded my officers that
if ours were really the first blow of the war, it must
be appreciated at home. In view of the evident
gratification of the government and the public at
what we had accomplished, I hastened to recommend
that Lamberton, my chief of staff, and all my cap-
tains be advanced ten numbers. Their aid had made
success possible.

On May 12 an amusing incident occurred. A
Spanish gun-boat, the Catlao, was sighted coming in.
The Raleigh was promptly under way to overhaul
her, and, joined by the Olympia and Baltimore^ fired
a few shots before she surrendered. She had sailed
from some remote spot in the islands where it was
not known that war existed between the United
States and Spain, and her commander was utterly
dumfounded when he was received with shotted guns
from foreign men-of-war in Spanish waters.

He was a young fellow, and his crew were mostly
natives, including only three or four Spaniards. I
told him that all could take their parole, but he an-
swered that the Spanish regulations would not permit
the acceptance of a parole.

"You, sir/5 he said quite dramatically, "who are
old enough to be my father, advise me what to do
in this emergency. If I go to Manila saying that I
have been paroled, I shall be shot/'ublic's fear
